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“As one of the people who helped
launch APEC twenty years ago, |

want fo congratulate the National
Center for its work in supporting

APEC and fostering the important
public-private sector partnerships that
differentiate APEC from so many other
organizations. Over the years, APEC
has sought to bring together countries
across the Pacific to work on common
interests in practical ways — whether
trade agreements, trade facilitation, the
environment, technology development,

financing, or a host of other topics,
always with an eye on building public-
private cooperation. Best wishes to the
Mational Center as we look ahead to
the challenges for 2011 when APEC
will again meet in the United States.”




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 15, 2009

I'send my congratulations to the National Center for Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation for its 15 outstanding years championing the priorities of American
businesses in the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum.

As you and your members know, many of our most important trading partners in
Asia and the Americas are APEC members. As the global economy continues to
recover, strong relationships with these partners and the region are essential to
achieving sustainable growth in ouy own economy. Close cooperation between
our government and the private sector is indispensable to ensuring our work in
the APEC forum serves the needs of American businesses and workers,

Since 1994, just after APEC was first hosted by the United States, the National
Center has played an integral role in bringing the public and private sectors

together in this vital effort, As we prepare for APEC's return to the United States
in 2011, I'look forward to continuing our collaboration on this important work.

Again, congratulations on this milestone anniversary, I wish you all the best for
a wonderful event,























































